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beloved children of the Iberian peninsula, had taken a ruler and
had divided the whole world into two equal parts by drawing a
line from the north to the south just west of the Azores and the
Cape Verde Islands (roughly corresponding to our fiftieth degree
of longitude west of Greenwich). He had given the Spaniards
everything to the west of that line, and the Portuguese everything
to the east That was the famous treaty of Tordesillas upon which
the Spaniards based their right to execute all those who dared to
pass * beyond the line,' and which made the first English and
Dutch expeditions to the American mainland such very hazardous
enterprises, for whoever was caught ' beyond the line * was im-
mediately hanged like a common pirate*
The Pope, however, who had made this venture in applied geo-
graphy, tie notorious Alexander VI, the father of Cesare and
Lucrezia Borgia, was himself a Spaniard, and the Portuguese
claimed that the treaty had not been quite fair to their interests.
Hence a century of wrangling and fighting as to who owned
what In connexion with this quarrel Magellan, although a Por-
tuguese, had been employed by the King of Spain to proceed to
the Indian Ocean by way of the eastern route and to decide
whether the rich spice islands of the Moluccas lay within that
part of the Indies which the Pope had given to the Portuguese or
to the Spaniards. The Portuguese proved to be right They got
the Moluccas, which shortly afterwards they lost to the Dutch;
but the Spaniards, who had come upon the Philippines in this
accidental way, kept them for their own benefit and administered
them from Mexico. This meant a wholesale exodus of friars from
the New Castile to a territory that promised more profitable re-
sults than would ever be obtained among the fast dwindling races
of Central America,
The friars, it must be confessed, did a thorough job among their
Filipino charges. Indeed, if they had only been a little less suc-
cessful the task of the United States in the Philippines would have
been a good deal easier* For when the United States acquired
those ancient Spanish possessions in 1898 the Americans were for
the first time in their political existence called upon to deal with
a people who were almost 100% Catholic.